[Being a long-term patient: chronicity and institutional clinic approach].
Some patients, especially schizophrenics, are hospitalised for a long time in psychiatric units. Evolving in a subjective and discontinued space-time, these "chronic" patients destabilise the professionals who support them in their daily life and in their "projects". Community psychiatry settles chronicity inside health care function by ensuring these patients are offered continuity as well as the layout of a subjective pathway.